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December 11, 2003

President Geotge Bush
The White House
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As governors of states with prorainent sugar industries, we are weiting to you with the urgent
request to cxelude sugar tariffs from the U.S.- Central American Free Trade Agreement currently
being negotiared by your trade officials.

Sugar producers are adamant that sweetener tade policy needs to be removed from
consideration in the CAFTA agreement, as its inclusion would effectively devastate the U.S. industry
and the rural communiries where it operates. Sweetener trade discussions need to be reserved for
the World Trade Organization talks.

Our farmers and companies that prodace sweetcners are highly competitive on 2
multinational basis, and have repeatedly expressed a willingness to compete with sugar producers in
other countries; however, this competition must be on a fair economic footng. Our farmers cannot
compere with other countries’ treasuries.

Mr. President, sugar production znd agriculturc in general arc important to our states’
cconomic health. There are 11,000 sugar beet producers and 372,000 sweetener industry jobs in
crucial states that are closely watching the outcome of the trade talks. The sugar industry is very
concerned that their vital commercial interests are not being considered in these negotiations. Our
states and the sugar industry very much need your support on this important issue. We appreciate
your attendon and assistance on this matter.
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